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Kathryn Gohmert, Baga [scene i], 2015, 29 x 35 cm, pen and ink

The Stroke of a Pen

Collective exhibition

Christophe Demaitre, Christopher Paul Gill, Kathryn Gohmert,
Susanne Junker, Wu Junyong, Dai Guangyu,

Zane Mellupe, Alexandre Ouairy

vernissage on friday 20 february 5pm-9pm
exhibition 21 february - 15 march 2015
opening hours thursday - sunday, 10am - 7 pm

ifa « 2k
rue des renards / vossenstraat 28 © 1000 brussels ® belgium
o [E LV AR 733 5/ 733 wanhangdu road ® shanghai 200040 ® china
+32 2502 40 58 ® contact@ifa-gallery.com



fa

BABE ifa-gallery.com

the stroke of a pen

ifa gallery showcases a group of artists commissioned for the exhibition “The Stroke of a
Pen”. Each artist interprets the title the way he wishes, whether figuratively or with more
violent overtones., Christophe Demaitre, Christopher Paul Gill, Susanne Junker, \Wu
Junyong, Kathryn Gohmert, Dai Guangyu, Zane Mellupe et Alexandre Ouairy each
present one or more drawings.

Christophe Demaitre

Born in 1968 in Kortrik, Belgium

Christophe Demadltre studied plastic art first in Courtral, then in Gent, working in Rik
Vermeersch and Michaél Borremans' studios. In the early 90's, his work is oriented
towards photography research, at a time in which he travels extensively in both Europe
and Asia.

He lives between his studios in Shanghai and Brussels.

His currently renowned work has integrated both public and private collections.

Christopher Paul Gill

Borm in 1970 in Bumley, UK

Chris Gill grew up in Johannesburg, South Africa, and the UK. At 21, he went to China
and opened a studio at the Old Summer Palace in Beijing. he works in various media,
predominately painting and multi-media collage. Certified as blind, he creates multi-

ifa « 2k
rue des renards / vossenstraat 28 © 1000 brussels ® belgium
o E EHET AR 733 5 / 733 wanhangdu road ® shanghai 200040 ® china
+32 2502 40 58 ® contact@ifa-gallery.com



fa

BERE ifa-gallery.com

sensory installations. He has written for numerous media publications, including the
Guardian and The Art Newspaper.

Solo exhibitions (selection) : “Chris Gill: Works on Paper”, Stage BACK Gallery, Shanghai,
China (2012); "City of Gold", Shanghai Art Museum, Shanghai, China (2007); “China
Work”, Zhugizhan Art Museum, Shanghai, China (1997)

Collective exhibition : “point 21", Duolun Museum of Modern Art, Shanghai, China (2010);
“Various activities, Yuanmingyuan summer Palace, Beiing, China (1993)

Lives and works in Shanghai, China

Kathryn Gohmert

Bom in 1983 in the United States.

Kathryn Gohmert received a bachelor's degree in art from the University of Texas at
Austin before relocating to the UK, then to China.

Most of the last six years have seen Gohmert in China (with most of that time being
based in Shanghai), working in a succession of studios and project spaces which
iNnclude the Songzhuang artist vilage [Beijing], and 696 Weihai L u [Shanghai, Chinal.

Her range of mediums now includes mainly illustration, video, performance, installation
and mixed media work.

Her work has been exhibited in many art galleries and particularly in the United States, in
China and Germany.

She is now based in Berlin, Germany.

Dai Guangyu

Bornin 1955 in Chengdu, Sichuan province, China
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Revealed by the New Wave movement during the 80’s in China, Dai Guangyu is now
recognized as an important and original figure of the Chinese artistic scene. His
interdisciplinary practice is written within a socially engaged trajectory. Through his
performances, photographs, paintings or calligraphy, he brings into question the true
character of the Chinese culture and society.

Solo exhibitions (selection): “Dai Guangyu solo exhibition”, officinal, Rome, Italy (2011);
“Shooting at myself, Instalation and Performance, Duisburg University, Germany (2000);
“Resurrection in Chengdu '96”, Installation, Sichuan University, China (1996).

Dai Guangyu lives and works in Beijing (China).

Group show (selection) : “The Scroll of (Lounging, High up by the Northern Window)”,
Ostrale4, Dresden, Germany (2014); "Forms of the Formless — Exhibition of Chinese
Contemporary Art”, Hubei Museum of Art, Wuhan, China (2013); "Voice of the Unseen”,
collateral exhibition at 55th Venice Biennale, Italy (2013), “China Avant-Garde Art
Exhibition”, Chinese National Art Gallery, Beijing, China (1989).

Suzanne Junker

Bornin 1973 in Germany.

Susanne Junker is an artist with focus on photography. Autodidact, her work
concentrates on identity and femininity. Additionally, Junker founded and directed
stageBACK, an art space for experimental projects in Shanghai China from 2008 to
2013.

She has been exhibited in several solo shows such as “[D-ldentity shooting” at Women
Museum (in Hitlisau, Austria, 2013), “Vomiting world” at Teapot Gallery (Cologne,
Germany, 2010) or group exhibitions (“Body noise”, Museum of Textile and Costume,
Shanghai, China, 2012; “Feminite 0.1, Maison Particuliere, Brussels, Belgium, 2011)

She lives and works in Paris and Shanghai,
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Wu Junyong

Born in 1978 in Fujian Province, China

In 2000, Wu Junyong had first graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Printmaking at
the prestigious China Academy of Art in Hangzhou. In 2005, he obtained a Master of
Fine Arts in New Media Arts Department newly founded and directed by Zhang Peilli,
considered as the « Father of Chinese Video Art ».

Since 2005, Wu Junyong is an instructor at the Mixed Media Department of China
Academy of Art. Wu Junyong has held several solo exhibitions in Greater China
including one at ifa gallery (Shanghai) in 2010, and the USA.

He recently participated at an exhibition at the Groninger Museum in the Netherlands,
the Asia Pacific Triennial Cinema Retrospective in Australia, the Shadows Chinese
Independent Cinema festival in France, the 9th Shanghai Biennal and several other
exhibitions.

Wu Junyong lives between Beijing and Hangzhou (China).

Zane Mellupe

Bornin Riga in 1981 (Latvia)

The artist has been working in photography since the age of fourteen. She concurrently
studied Sinology at the University of L atvia before moving to China in 2001.

Following her studies in Theatrical Direction at the Shanghai Theatre Academy and
completing her Bachelor Degree in 2004 in Chinese Language and Literature at the
Shanghai Teachers University, Mellupe then pursued a Masters program in the UK in
2007 graduating in Photojournalism & Documentary Photography at the University of
the Arts of London.
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Between 2007 and 2010, Zane Mellupe worked as the creative director of the Islando
Arts Centre in Shanghai. In 2010, she developed a community art street "Yongkang Lu
Art", featuring several experimental spaces.

Zane Mellupe's art has been shown in both China and Europe in various galleries and
museum exhibitions. She is represented by ifa gallery since 20710,

Alexandre Ouairy

Born in Nantes in 1980 (France)

Alexandre Ouairy graduated from the National Superior Art School of Grenoble in 2004,
His works focuses on law and the regulation system in design, urbanism and social
behaviour.

He has taken part in exhibitions such as the Lyon Biennial, GNS (Palais de Tokyo, Paris),
and the Moscow Museum of Contemporary Art.

He currently lives and works in Shanghai.

Susanne Junker, JE SUIS FEMME, Untitied #2,
30x40cm, lambda print on kodak paper, 2015

ifa « Bk
rue des renards / vossenstraat 28 © 1000 brussels ® belgium
o E EHET AR 733 5 / 733 wanhangdu road ® shanghai 200040 ® china
+32 2502 40 58 *® contact@ifa-gallery.com



fa

BERE ifa-gallery.com

ifa gallery

ifa gallery is established by Alexis Kouzmine-Karavaieff in 2006-2007 in a 700sgm
converted textile factory space in Moganshan Road - M50 Creative Centre —
Shanghai's contemporary art district. With a guality exhibition programme of principally
Chinese contemporary art and a supporting line-up of performances the gallery
contributes to the dynamism of the area. Major exhibitions during that time include the
solo shows of Park Sung-Tae (Korea) and sought-after young artist Liu Bolin (China).

From summer 2008 to summer 2013, ifa occupies a charming residence built in 1923
for an official of the British Customs House, located in Shanghai at 621 Changde Road
(Jing'An district). The gallery offers an innovative and artistic angle to the central part of
the city and acted as an artistic meeting point for contemporary art in Shanghai.

Fall 2013, ifa gallery moves its premises to the heart and capital of Europe, Brussels.
Located in the old central district of Marolles, the gallery offers a dynamic programme
with its main artists from China and new artists from the region. At the meantime, a new
exhibition space opens in March 2014 in the district of Jing'’An in Shanghai, where ifa
gallery continues to showcase some local artists.

ifa gallery exhibits contermporary art from China and Beyond, regardless of artists origin.
We represent both established artists such as Dai Guangyu, a leading figure of China's
avant-garde, the Gao Brothers and Wu Junyong; as well as emerging artists, including
recent graduates of the fine arts schools in Beijing and Hangzhou such as Fan Jiupeng
and Li Rui, or foreigners based in China, such as Zane Mellupe from Latvia or Christophe
Demaitre from Belgium. ifa features work in a wide range of media formats, from
painting to photography, video, installation and performance.

The gallery presents and supports artists that have an original language and means of
expression, that shy away from clichés and conventions and that have strong concepts
and artistic vision.
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contact

Alexis Kouzmine-Karavaleff
directeur
alexis@ifa-gallery.com

+32 485 71 98 b1

ifa gallery » brussels

rue des renards / vossenstraat 28 Angelique Demur

1000 bruxelles, belgique directeur-associee Bruxeles
contact@ifa-gallery.com angelique@ifa-gallery.com
+32 256024058 +32 47586 36 60

ouvert du jeudiau dimanche e de 10h a19h

ifa gallery » shanghai
/33 wanhangdu road
shanghai 200040, china
contact@ifa-gallery.com
+86 187 21930368

ouvert sur rendez-vous
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