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ifa Gallery dares to bare contermporary
Vietnamese art

I's trus, contemporary Yietnamese art isn't particularly wall:

kriami, admits Marie Terrieus, the curator of A Snapshod of
Contemparary Wieinamaese A, taking place at ifa Gallery this
momh - bul Seweral years ago, the sarme could have been said
ol Chinese art. “0f course, nowadays Chinese art is fashionabile,
Ibul five years Bgo it was comlete nonsense bar many peopls to
search for it." she says. “[Since then, the focus an] China
‘ate’ all the countries arcund, and | think it is teme to
open up a little more and to exchange with the rest
al Asia.”

I an elfart bo ghe Shangha: a taste of the
Vietnamese art scene, ifa is jorging ahead with
a seres of Vigtnamese exhibibions for 2004,
Snapshod, the series’ opening instaliment, presents:
aselection ol workes from sewen ermsging Vietnamese
artists (including Nguyen Quang Huy, Hoang Duong
Cam and Richard Streitmatter Tran) in various medums:
painting. sculpture, vides and phofography

Tervigux, who has curated a number of Chinesefocused
eahibits at ifa, including last month's Podrads of Chind and
February's EMaréscance, i partioulary excibéd for e opporbunily
fo alter this platéorm for Vielnamese art. something she has had
& long-time personal mberest in, “I've been checking out the
Viatnamese art scane since 2001, she says, revealing that the
title of her Masier's thesis, written while shudying Art History
and Anthropalogy in France, was ‘Conbemparary Wislnamese
Paintings as & Reflection of Identity.’ Havang grown up in Asia,
she explains, “Asian culture had & Dig empact on me.. but |
noficed that conbemporary art was always approached through
the West and newer through the East.”

Thus, the curator hopes that this first shoscase of wp-and:
cormimg artists will help rermedy Vistnarness arl’s Lack of popularity
1 Chia - serrrelPerg she Hltribates 10 it striking kach of expune,
A sacond nstallment of the series w5 slabed for Seplember and will
fearture mone established Vietnamese artists

VISIONS OF VIETNAM —

win. Erless

In regards io their art, Terrieux explains, “Vistnamase

artists have had bo baktle wmith a complicated culbural identity
with a large war miluence” Additionally, Do Mo (Viebnam's
1986 political and econamic rendvalion) also had a deep smpact
on Ehe country's cultural scene. As a resull, expenimenting with
ditferent mediums offers the artists a chance to engage their
individual selves, as well as the changes in their country, say
Terrigu. In Selecting these artists, “[| first had o] recognize and
coliate cormmon Ehermes, then pick pieces that sne representative
of 1he [Vielnamese] art scene that also fight clichds "™ AS swch,
the ashibit offers a look at warious Vietnamese personal and
national identities within the context of the Vietnam of yesterday
and fodayg

“It makes me really happy that aiter sight years. | can
linally do something like this exhabition in ila Gallery,” says
Terrigwn, who expresses her desire to creabe an awareness ol
contemporary Vietnamesa art. Will Vietnamese artists find
a place in the Shanghai art scene? If da's dedication o their
exhibit is "Ij' indicafion, we're willing io bet on it
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ifa Gallery dares to bare contemporary
Vietnamese art

t's true, contemporary Vietnamese art isn't particularly well-

known, admits Marie Terrieux, the curator of A Snapshot of
Conternporary Vietnamese A, taking place at ifa Gallery this
month — but several years ago, the same could have been said
of Chinese art. "Of course, nowadays Chinese art is fashicnable,
but five years ago it was complete nonsense for many people to
search for it," she says. “[Since then, the focus on] China
‘ate' all the countries around, and | think it is time to
open up a little more and to exchange with the rest -
of Asia.”

In an effort to give Shanghai a taste of the
Vietnamese art scene, ifa is forging ahead with
a series of Vietnamese exhibitions for 2009.
Snapshot, the series’ opening installment, presents
aselection of works from seven emerging Vietnamese
artists {including MNguyen Quang Huy, Hoang Duong
Cam and Richard Streitmatter-Tran) in various mediums:
painting, sculpture, video and photography.

Terrieux, who has curated a number of Chinese-focused
exhibits at ifa, including last month's Portraits of China and
February’s Efflorescence, is particularly excited for the opportunity
to offer this platform for Vietnamese art, something she has had
a long-time personal interest in. “I've been checking out the
Vietnamese art scene since 2001, she says, revealing that the
title of her Master's thesis, written while studying Art History
and Anthropology in France, was ‘Contemporary Vietnamese
Paintings as a Reflection of Identity." Having grown up in Asia,
she explains, “Asian culture had a big impact on me... but |
noticed that contemparary art was always approached through
the West and never through the East.”

Thus, the curator hopes that this first showcase of up-and-
coming artists will help remedy Vietnamese art’s lack of popularity
in China — something she attributes to its striking lack of exposure,
A second installment of the series is slated for September and will
feature more established Vietnamese artists,

Pham Ngoc Duoag,
“Gaold Famity

Nguyen Ash Tuan. ‘Enclose’
In regards to their art, Terrieux explains, “Vietnamese

artists have had to battle with a complicated cultural identity
with a large war influence.” Additionally, Doi Moi (Vietnam's
1986 palitical and economic renovation) also had a deep impact
on the country's cultural scene, As a result, experimenting with
different mediums offers the artists a chance to engage their
individual selves, as well as the changes in their country, say
Terrieux. In selecting these artists, “[1 first had to] recognize and
collate common themes, then pick pieces that are representative
of the [Vietnamese] art scene that also fight clichés.” As such,
the exhibit offers a look at various Vietnamese personal and
national identities within the context of the Vietnam of yesterday
and today,

"It makes me really happy that after eight years, | can
finally do something like this exhibition in ifa Gallery,” says
Terrieux, who expresses her desire to create an awareness of
contemparary Vietnamese art. Will Vietnamese artists find
a place in the Shanghai art scene? If ifa's dedication to their
exhibit is any indication, we're willing to bet on it. 1 Gy
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