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Change in China:
a cause for celebration?

With new party leaders, observers wonder whether censorship or liberalisation is on the agenda. By Chris Gill

s Cammunist China makes
oy its second valuntary
leadership change, from
Hut Jintao and his peets 1a
e batch of leaders under
Al Jimping, there are hapes
among intellectuals and
the art warld that % will
prove: mure liberal than his predecessors.

The bandover procesy is protaxied and began
Tormally b the 18th Party Congress, bt moath,
1w dhest rmared ebuafrman of the Commmiss
Parry, then will take the tithe of millitary head
anl preshdent by March, 11 Keqlamg will mke the
numbser two position of prime minister.

Little is kmowm of Xi's plans, but speculation
that censorship might be boosening was rife as
an exhibition fearuring photographs of formers
political campaggness Hu Yaobang and Zhas
Fivang wis illewed 1o 50 alwead 41 the Great
Hall af the Fenple during the congress. (Zhao
was amested after the Tananmen Square mas-
e, ol was placed under house arest until
his desathf I iy weishely beBieved that this indi
cabes X3 will wsher ina reformist regime.
Hvwower, *he | o Chimese Garhache” Yan fisn
s, A tormser ot iedn] and weiter, rald the Valee of
ATWICE BEWS AEENCY.

Censorship and oppresgion
In the years after the 1949 Tinanmen uprising,
cririeal vaices in Cliimese mociery have faoed cen-
i ilidp i oppresion, Mobel Neace Prige winhes
il buman rights activist Lia Xisobe i sill in
Jail, while hds wite, the: poet and phosographer
1in ¥ia, remains under house arress. Meanwhile,
A Wetveed, wha was uneer house armest, con-
wiched ot charges, and still bas his passport
aounfisatesd, drew parallels in his blog between
‘himseld, the disgraced politician Bo Xilai and the
limd il rizhes [awyer Chen Guanacheng, wha
fled wo the U5 0 May, “We sre thres very differ
et examphes: You can be & high party member
ara huméle fighter for rights ar a recognised
artist. Bust we all have one thing in common:
ninie af s have been dealt with through fair
pliny, open Lrials aid open discission,” Al wiote
It his emerged that nervous olficial tald
walleries b lake down & number of works al the
SH Contempomry ar fdr in Shanghal (79
Septeenber). Censomed works inchaded Outee

Space Froject 7. 2008, a large c-print that featared
amap af China, by the contraversial Gao
Brothers, “T6A Gallery, and several ther art
dalleries, experienced particularly strict
censorship,” says Alexi Koumine-arsvibe!,
thie directar of the Shanghad based IFA Callery.

An image of the Cao Brothers' work and
anther censoved wark had been published in
e Fadr cakaaloggue, *1 could neot be eleased sl
the onganisers had (o republish thousands of
cupits,” sy Kouzmine-Karvied, The problem
apears oo have bisn A combinarlem of the tim-
ing aranind thie Prry Cangress ine the amiats’
s o mathomal aymibiss,

Unceterred, Kouzmine-Earavaes siys that
his gallery is erganising *5ensor Ship”, an exhibi-
tion. planned for 2003 that will present research
o (s Cofpic. The show i o be eld ne yesr
“Iu e wery dilTiclt 1o ay what will be the
clides 0 e A soene i Cli— i thepe will
bie any = during X finping's era,” hie says. "X is
considered to be a reformer and more i the b
erul tremdl, im e with general developments in

“Nervous officials told
galleries to take down
works at the SH
Contemporary art fair”

Ching since Deng Xaopiog. But, as in the past,
chiere is an emgiing struggle hetween conserva-
tiwes and retormers, and { may be that there is 2
need to satisfy the conservative, nacionalkt far-
tioms by censoring seositive (opics].”

Gan Qjang, ane of the controversial Gao
Bruthers, syyy: “If the system doesn't change, 2
change of keadership makes no difference” He
At that he {mtends oo carry on regandless, bur bs
myerifled by th censams i a1 5H Comternparary,
*1 showed the same wark recently in Heijing
without any problems, so | don't see what was
thie dssue in Shanghai,”* he sy,

Economic miracle, political conservatism
The iruey, of cowrse, i thal it is China's
concnmibe miracle under the Communidsr Farmy
thiit has enabled Chinag's contemporary art

At the helm, but stoering In which diroction? X Jinping on a recent tip tn Cuba
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scene to flourish. In the decade snee Hu firtan
ook over as president in 2002 China's economy
Thas quadripled in size, making I« peeand only t
kst af The US, and it has grown fram being the
wisthd'a fifth-argest exporter to e bigmesr,

‘This has led to an explosion in the size of the
are market, even for confemparary, inferma:
tiemalsryli art {althangh fine ar and tradirional
art, il leoad awction sales fgures within Chinal.
The Chinese mindstry of cullure estimales the
mariet way worth B2 (b (533 8bn in 2011,
W[ by 34 em thie [evIcns year,

Meamwhide, the Arts have receivid increasing
EEVETTMORT SURPOTT, 45 The Chinese
government rapidly builds up the nation’s
cultural infrastructure. Massive art museums
are springing up all over the country, and new
progects are announoed amoi every week, [n
Sharghal there are the huge new China AT
Paluce andd Poweer Station of At (The Art
Niewspaper, Octobier, p17), while several new ar
museums are duse fo apen in the Xuhol Riviera
ares im Bae 2013 They inclde the private Long
Contemporary Art Musewm and the private Yoz
Museurn, while the Mimshenyg Art Museum will
absn miwe 10 This Area, Thee angoing ballding of
Are intrasrmcenaee Bllnys cenrmal gevernme nr
dirpirives T affiials o build op rhe erearive
industries, and wean the populaton aff its
dependence on manufacturing.

China alsa increasingly recognises the “saft
power” of calture, The sovernibent s gl up
the Combueiiis Institute, its version of the Britih
Coiel or Givethe [nsritute, snd has
cpened effives acrass the glabe
Similarly, the counery has thoo
sands of foretgn-anguage jour
malists working oz TV chan-
nels, newspapers and
websites that genesally fol-
T thi Ty Hese, Mae
eibivicrl exam pales of pire-
ating a pwibHe faoe T tir-
eigners inchude the
grandicse Mational biuseum
of China in Befjing.

The problem, soane anme,
i Chial the anitherities” relatiog-
whip Do it & anhiguous, Al
Wetweed says: “The officials building
ehese strucrumes conld fust as easily be
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building hoepitals ar highways - they are fil il
ing their instructions.” The actual content of
These missme B usnally aafe, approved work —
of pan-existent, Officials make sure there i

4 big show i narional leaders are on
an inspection tour, but when
we wisited the LM Ped
designiad Suzhon Art
Museumn varier this year.
e dvors va Lhe mas-
sive pomplex were
firmly clesrd, and a
disgmntled muard in
Tiks slippaers wived viil-
0TS away.

Gary Sigley, a pro-
fessor of Asian Studies
an Ot Universicy of
Wiestern. Australia, siys:
“The Cliiese authorities
want ti hawe thedr cake and ear
it when it cames to culnare and the
arty, They wee e productiva of bigbrgual
ity material— s, books, mmuseams —as 3 way
ol keeping the people informed and enter-
inid. Yer they place mary restrictions on the
Keinel oot comtent smd tarms chat snch aulmeml
praddict oam Take, thenehy severedy |imiring o
ativity. This dichotomsy] s alsa in turn bmiting
the Party's ambition to produce ouloural mate-
rial that will appeal w forefgners as part of its
efliarts (o stremgthen ity cubtaral ‘sl power’”

Tradithonal values

The raller coaster growth in the
art market =and the changing
timees = i also having an
effext on art and artiss
themsehves. The contenr
purary art soene cn be
gplir hitwenn thie whi
tollow Imtemational arm
teaciitians and whi fave
been seen as rebels for
the past two decades: Al
Weiwed, Fhang Huan,
Fang Lijum. Teig Meisha,
] ALARY e,

Then there i a misch

3 larger group. including artsts
= such % Mi Qi = now the art director

Al Wl and Tl artst and dissnting weice
s Pall {balow)

o thee Ditaggan Tower {which will be China's
Talbes Bniklieg when Tinished)— wiha had
Wiestern expasume but ane now wock:
ing purely within the local comtest,
often with government funding.

A thixd group of conlempe-
rary arlists is emerging. From
 younger genecalivo, they
aften hawe A Yestem art
wdcation and swirch hape
iy Detween borh woekds:
These are usually within the
sphiere of influence of cura-
tors such as Cao Shiming,
T Thie e of e nuedia 4t
the Clairs Art Acadeny, Then
there are mavericks, incliding fos-
eign artists, nonHan Chingse arrses.
and many female artists [China's art
siene iy il male-dominatedi. Aside from eon-
temporary artists, there are two stooeg groap-
ings whe are very powerful in China's art estab-
Hshmeni: fire amiss and mradicional Chinese are
PracTitianeTs, This [ate cursmor Hane wan My,
shiy &6 9D ChINA'E TS SOMESIRPETATY 37T
archive with Al Wedwel, defined another cate-
gary: abstract antists, such as Ding YL
Abstraction is 2 not particularhy well understood
art fuim in China,

Wiitly the detention of Af Weiwed and the
widlelining af ather arEsi-cEnic, such as b
Tharg Pedli jwho was shunted cut of his depant.
ment headship at the China At Acdeny when
departments were merged sartier this year), the
intemational contemporary Chinese arl sene
appears dinectionbes and confised With no
obvious leadership the old rebels ane slowly inte-
graring it the sa¢ond EEOED of SEVETMANE
apainsared srilses, Onby now @ i really hegoeing
elinr hevw indienrinl Al e hoen o The year,
and bow censoring him has left 2 vaomum.

An editorial in the leading Chinese art maga-
zine Tishy Damdor s2id that “with the economic
wiegeys ol AT, i is Msing e clrur] value
beciigse canlemporiny arl sed o repieseil feal
iasises, bit with the econonic ivalvensent,
arvists are Insing independence and freedom of
expression is diminished. As China has become
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The Gao Brathers' Guter Space Project ¥, H08 (far
bt bell foul of the cansors in Shumghal, while
Thang Wang's Artificial Stone 55, 2008, 1s an
exmple of arl et dossn't maks officials pervens

he work]'s secomd-langes] ecoponmy, peoples
Tife quality has increased, but [Use] political sys-
Lein b pol Jeveloped socondingly. Law, e
dam of speech, and the marker are all under th
conitrol af palirics. The artists, who are already
econumically sucoessfial, are pandering to the
pobiticians.” Luther Spree, an award-winning
German documentary maker. who recently
icaché 3 il ABAIE PTIEE paTHicparing in rs
“Crrear Wy Prevalling: Chinese Contemporary
Fublic Art Exhihition” in Kassel jantil 13
February 2013}, says that he was surprised baw
the artists who receive govemment commis
sions behived. * asked them bow many stain
Jeas-stee] seholar pocks can Urey make? They just
shrigged. They bive no inleresd in Ube direction
of their woark, They are all quite wealthy from
this besireess, they have nice cars and big stu-
dlos,” he says

Fartaf the prohlem for the Chinese an world
is that the power of the market and of gover-
ment has no counterweight bezause af the lack
af 2 strong curatorial tradition in musenms and
public Faleries and te shartage of acslemic
and critical writing, Medr critieal wrirlng on
Chinese art (8 by forelgreers, buc a3 Chibese
nationalism increases = witness the terrtarial
dispute with [apan over the Diamn ilands, and
nationalist demanstrations acracs the ety =
expals are feeling increasimgly unoomioriable,

“Privately, some China-
based gallerists talk
of setting up bases
elsewhere in Asia”

Dfark Kitto, & Britisl-bom writer, wrole the
mechediscussed article, “Why | am leaving
China® in Prospert magazine in August. *The
Parly has, frons ils very inceplion, enoarged
strong anti-foneiyn seatiment. Fevered natosal-
isim is one of ils comerslones...” be savs.
Privatety, sme Chinaused gallertss tali of
“parachtes” and seTing up bases #lsrwhene in
Aaln o ather lnearlana

Wie are sering China's mast open pesiod
sinee the voyages of the Ming Dynasty treasure
fleets of the: Wth century, when Chinese influ-
ence dpread a8 Tar a8 Afhca, [AR isalationis
Ming empenar (s decided China hould e
nis Tiurthet contaet witl the workl. burnt e
fleets and recards of their mmavels )

S0 whar abont the new Fresident 33 hime
self'=whin must deal with China's carrent so
ot slovwdown, rising nativnalism, cornplivn
sandals and dibaes over te imits of free
speech? In the theatne tat is Chinese politics,
T At Neswmfie Busd what the mssrmment offl-
clals deseribed & n fes reian bid = Heerally  “see
rhie face” meering = with X1 This was during rhe
now newly-anainted president’s brief reign as
Farty secretary of Shanghai. i appeared on
stage in front of Shanghai's assembled foreign
press, fecited a few lines from frmer presidest
liaig Zeifin's e fepiesenls” Useory i polil-
ol development, smiled ke a Chedhire cat—
and then extted seage left.

# Firt o repanet i e Loy Musietiny, Shaiighs, sse 24



